
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
My heartfelt condolences to any of you who lost 
family, pets, or homes to the recent fires. The tragic 
San Diego wildfires have caused us to take a more 
critical look at how we can better protect ourselves 
from such a disaster in the future.  Whether it has to 
do with emergency response times, building codes, 
or land-use planning, there is always room for 
improvement.   

In response to the fires, I am seeking legislation to 
restrict or ban the use of shake roofs in high fire-
hazard severity zones.  Shake roofs are highly 
flammable and deadly. Burning embers landing on 
an untreated shake roof were the spark that burned 
down many of the homes of our family, friends, and 
neighbors.  There are other less flammable and safer 
roofing materials available.   

A flame-retardant treatment applied to shake roofs 
would also help protect homes from fire.  We need to 
take measures to make homes safer. 

I am working to coordinate this legislation with city 
officials.  Fires don’t recognize boundaries so this 
needs to be a statewide effort to complement city 
efforts.   

I plan to introduce this legislation at the earliest 
opportunity.   

 

I have updated my website with fire assistance 
information.  Go to 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a76/ and 
click on the Fire Disaster Relief link for more 
information.   

 

  

Almost as quickly as the San Diego Wildfires spread, 
so did the questions relating to response times, 
responsibilities, and available equipment.  

In effort to do that, Governor Gray Davis and Gov.-
elect Arnold Schwarzenegger established a 
commission to examine fire-fighting efforts in 
California.  I was named to serve on this commission, 
called the Blue Ribbon Task Force. 

The commission is charged with reviewing how the 
state responded to the fires, and making 
recommendations within 120 days for thwarting 
future fires.  

The Commission will examine: 

• Reducing and eliminating jurisdictional and 
operational barriers that prevent the expeditious 
response of military resources necessary to 
combat wild fires; 

• Readiness training of personnel and military 
equipment approved for use within the California 
incident command system; 

• Development of an interstate and/or regional 
master mutual aid system similar to California's; 
and 

• Updating local building and planning regulations 
to include more stringent construction standards 
for high fire threat zones, requirements for brush 
clearance and fuel modification, and land use 
planning techniques that protect property. 

I am honored to have been chosen by Governor 
Davis to serve on this commission along with a wide 
variety of local, state and federal officials.   

I look forward to finding out more about our recent 
fires, passing the information on to you and 
implementing real solutions for California. 
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The Small Business Administration has created a 
disaster loan program offering low-interest loans to 
eligible homeowners, renters, businesses, and non-
profit organizations that suffered damage from 
California fires.  
 
SBA disaster home loans are intended to cover 
losses which were either under-insured or uninsured. 
Homeowners may borrow up to $200,000 to repair or 
replace disaster damaged primary residences. 
Homeowners and renters may borrow up to $40,000 
to replace personal property, including vehicles.  
Businesses may borrow up to $1.5 million to repair or 
replace real estate, equipment, inventory, and other 
business assets. Small businesses may borrow up to 
$1.5 million for working capital to help pay ongoing 
business expenses.  
 
Applicants must show the ability to repay these 
loans. SBA establishes the terms of each loan in 
accordance with each borrower's ability to repay. The 
law gives SBA several powerful tools to make 
disaster loans affordable: low interest rates, long 
terms (up to 30 years), and refinancing of prior debts 
(in some cases).  
 
Applications for physical damage to homes, personal 
property, and businesses must be received by SBA 
on or before December 26, 2003.  Applications for 
business economic injury must be received by SBA 
on or before July 27, 2004. 
 
For more information, go to 
http://www.sba.gov/ca/sandiego/cafires.html.   
 
In addition, my website has been updated with 
disaster relief information.  Go to 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a76/ and 
click on Fire Disaster Assistance. 
 
 
 

Win prizes while meeting the California Literacy 
Standard 2.4 for the 5th grade- that’s what winners of 
my 5th Grade Essay Contest will do! 
 

Participating students are asked to write a 
persuasive letter to (a) their school principal, (b) the 
editor of a local newspaper, or (c) their 
Assemblymember regarding an issue that is 
important to them. The deadline for submitting Essay 
Contest entries is November 26, 2003.  
 

All participants will receive California State Assembly 
Certificates of Recognition, and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
Place prizes will be given out. I look forward to the 
participation of local students, and will host an 
assembly and award a prize to the school that 
submits the most entries.  
 

To participate in the contest, contact Joanne Climie, 
Contest Coordinator at 619-294-7400 or email: 
joanne.climie@asm.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In recognition of its hard work and dedication to the 
betterment of Ocean Beach, I recently had the honor 
of recognizing the Ocean Beach Main Street 
Association (OBSMA) with a California State 
Certificate of Recognition.    

The goal of the OBSMA is to maintain a healthy 
economy while fostering community spirit and 
showing other San Diegans the vitality of their 
community.  The award is in acknowledgment of the 
constant and successful efforts of the association to 
provide the residents of Ocean Beach with a high 
quality of life. 

Information regarding Ocean Beach Main Street 
Association-sponsored events can be obtained at 
OBMA@oceanbeachsandiego.com. 
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